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The Student Disability Services will present Disability Awareness Week Oct. 16-22.

Leigh Green, an academic counselor with Student Disabilities Services, said the main goal of this event is to increase awareness about physical and learning disabilities.

Green said the awareness week can help people understand how to better respect persons with disabilities.

    
 “The least we can do is to give them the respect we give everyone else,” said Ryan Van Dusen, assistant director in the Student Judicial Program.

   
  Other departments on campus, including Student Judicial Programs and Student Housing, are coming together to financially support the events of Disability Awareness Week.

 
    One of the main events of the week will be a presentation by Marcus Engel, author of “After This.”

   
    In his presentation, Engel will tell how he went completely blind after he was hit by a drunk driver. His story includes how he overcame unimaginable obstacles, returned to college, and reclaimed his life.

     
Sarah Foley, academic advisor for the College of Human Sciences and mother of an autistic child, said the more society learns about people with disabilities, the better.
“People who are uneducated stay away from people with disabilities,” Foley said. “They judge them in a negative way and look down on them. The more educated people can be about the variety of disabilities, social, birth, and mental learning, the more they can look at people with disabilities in a positive light.”

